
Plural and
Possessive ‘s’

You can add the letter ‘s’ to the end of a 
root word for two reasons –

1. To show that there is more than one 
thing (plural).

one experiment = two experiments

one island = five islands

2. To show that something belongs to 

     someone. 

Kalina’s singing skills were 
getting better each day. 

Jamal’s chocolate cake was 
the best I had ever tasted. 
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1. To show that there is more 
than one thing (plural).

one experiment = two 
experiments

one island = five islands

2. To show that something 
belongs to someone. 

Kalina’s singing skills were 
getting better each day. 

Jamal’s chocolate cake was the 
best I had ever tasted. 

You can add the letter ‘s’ to the end of
a root word for two reasons –

Plural and Possessive ‘s’



Apostrophes to
show Plural Possession

When there is more than one person/thing, 
an apostrophe to show possession is 

added after the ‘s’.

The ants’ den had been 
destroyed. 

Some plural words do not end in an ‘s’. 
E.g. team and children. Here, an 

apostrophe and an ‘s’ is added to the end 
of the word.

The team’s winning streak 
was over.
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Standard English
Verb Inflections

Verbs change their form depending on 
how they are used in a sentence. We call 
this inflection. Inflection often involves 

adding suffixes (sometimes with a change 
to the root word), but occasionally, we 

have to alter the whole word. 

The way we speak can sometimes cause a 
problem when we don’t use Standard 

English verb inflections and instead use 
local spoken form.

The Literacy Shed © 2023Stage 4 - Grammar

We was walking.

I done it.

He brung a hat.

I weren’t doing  that.

We were walking.

I did it.

He brought a hat.

I wasn’t doing that.



Inverted Commas

Inverted commas (also known as speech 
marks or quotation marks) are used 

around direct speech—the actual words 
spoken. The words that are/were spoken 
are enclosed in the inverted commas. At 

the end of a piece of speech, there should 
be a full stop, comma, question mark or 
exclamation mark before the inverted 

commas are closed. 

“Did you enjoy the show?” asked Zahra. 

A comma comes before the first inverted 
comma if the direct speech is written after 

the speaker’s name. 

Thomas replied, “It was wonderful.”
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Prefixes and
Su�xes

The Literacy Shed © 2023Stage 4 - Grammar

Prefixes are added to the beginning of a 
root word to change its meaning. 

Suffixes are added to the end of a root 
word to change its meaning.

sub + title          subtitle

il + logical         illogical 

collect + ible         collectible 

consider + ation        consideration



Homophones
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Homophones are words that are spelled 
differently and have different meanings, 
but they are pronounced the same (or 

almost the same).

aloud/allowed

wait/weight

flower/flour

there/their/they’re

I’ll/isle/aisle

rode/road/rowed



Nouns
and Pronouns
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Pronouns are used in place of a noun 

that has already been used to avoid 

repeating it.

Justin Bieber took to the 
stage and started to sing his 

most famous song. The 
singer captivated the crowd 

with his lyrics. They began to 
cheer as he continued to sing. 

Everyone really enjoyed 
themselves. 



Present
Perfect Form

The Literacy Shed © 2023Stage 4 - Grammar

The present perfect form describes something 
that has happened in the past but is still 

ongoing or its consequences are still being felt 
now. 

The words ‘has’ or ‘have’ are added to the 

simple past tense verb. 

Leela has lived in India for 
seven years. 

She has been learning how to 
play the guitar. 

I have been planning to go 
and visit her.



Conjunctions
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A conjunction is a word that links two 
words or clauses together. 

Sentences can be extended using a range of 
conjunctions. 

• when
• if 

• because
• although

Kenny couldn’t attend the party 
because he was feeling unwell. 

Princess Lily couldn’t believe her 
eyes when a mystical dragon 

stepped in front of her. 



Adverbs
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Adverbs are words that provide more detail 
about a verb, modify adjectives and other 
adverbs. They often tell the reader how, 

where, when or why the action is happening. 
Adverbs can be used to express time and 

cause. 

Jeremy is planning to go to 
the beach tomorrow.

I always check my bag before 
I go to school. 

Eva carefully prepared a 
packed lunch.



Prepositions
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Prepositions tell somebody where or when 
something is in relation to something else. 
They often tell you where something is or 

when it happened.

Tyler ran to the shops before 
they closed for the evening. 

Mohammed couldn’t play 
basketball because of his 

injured foot. 

We had to park the car 
between the motorbike and 

the van



Expanded
Noun Phrases
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Adjectives, nouns and prepositional 
phrases can be used to add further 

detail to a noun phrase.

The strong Viking 
warrior saw the terrified 

man across the beach.

The old house at the 
bottom of the hill is 

supposed to be haunted.



Paragraphs
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Paragraphs are a collection of related 
sentences that are grouped together 

because they are based on the same topic. 

A new paragraph should be started when 
the writer changes  time, place or topic. We 

often start a new paragraph when 
introducing a different character.

In non-fiction texts, related paragraphs will 
be grouped with a sub-heading. 

A blank line is often used to 
separate paragraphs. 



Fronted
Adverbials
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Fronted adverbials are words or phrases that 
are used at the start of sentences to describe 

the action that happens afterwards. They 
usually describe when, how or where an 

action occurs.

A comma is often used after a fronted 
adverbial. 

To make things worse, he’d 
frozen on the spot and 

couldn’t move. 

Once a year, we fly to Spain 
to visit my grandmother. 

Awkwardly, Samia held out 
her hand for the money.  


